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         The Parable of the Reed and The Oak Tree 

               The Complete Jewish Study Bible Matthew 11:7 

 

While speaking to the Jewish crowds about Yochanan the Immerser (John the 

Baptist) Yeshua asks, “what did you go out to the desert to see? Reeds swaying in 

the breeze?” (Matthew 11:7) there was a well-known parable during the 1st 

century Jerusalem known as The Reed and The Oak Tree. According to the parable 

a giant Oak tree and a thin reed were both planted by the river. Whenever a 

storm came the deep roots of the Oak kept it firmly established enabling it to 

withstand most winds. It could however be blown over by a wind of significant 

strength.  

There was nothing weak or compromising about the Oak. The reed on the other 

hand would bend to the right or left even with a slight breeze. the conclusion of 

the story was that the oak because of its refusal to compromise could end up 

losing its life in the storm but the read though it might survive could only do so by 

continual bending.  

Yeshua was clearly pointing to this familiar Jewish story when he essentially 

asked, “Do you expect John to be a reed blowing in the wind?” 

“Did you expect this Prophet of God to be a weak-kneed compromiser?” 

The Jewish people who heard this immediately understood what Yeshua was 

saying and asked no questions.  

Matthew 11:7 As they were leaving Yeshua begin speaking about Yochanan to the 

crowds: “What did you go out to the desert to see? Reeds swaying in the breeze? 

No? Then what did you go out to see? Someone who was well dressed? Well 

dressed people live in king’s palaces. But why did you go out? To see a prophet! 

Yes! and I tell you he's much more than a prophet this is the one about whom the 

Tanakh says,  

‘See I am sending out my messenger ahead of you, he will prepare your way 

before you.’ 



Yes, I tell you that among those born of women there has not arisen anyone 

greater than Yochanan the Immerser! Yet the one who is least in the Kingdom of 

Heaven is greater than he!”    

Pastor Shon and Raphael landed in Israel right in the middle of a war. Hamas was 

shooting hundreds of rockets across the border from Gaza. The Israelis were 

defending themselves with the Iron Dome which was made up of an array of anti 

ballistic missiles that were capable up destroying the incoming missiles in midair.  

Pastor Shon could hear the sirens going off throughout the city to warn people of 

the impending danger, people were running for cover, you could hear sirens and 

people screaming, Pastor Shon looked at Raphael and said,  

“What’s the deal here Raphael? Are we going to be Ok?” 

“God has got everything in His full control, we are on a mission and He will help us 

to see it through for His glory. I’ll be back in a few days and just like before, chill 

and be still.”  

Three days passed and Raphael returned with seven names of the people that 

Pastor Shon was to anoint for the glory of God and what was really cool Pastor 

Shon could now speak Hebrew while he was in Israel. 

Pastor Shon would say, “Shalom, Yeshua Mashiach loves you and so do I, Baruka 

Adonai. (Blessed be the Lord)  

Then one day a Messianic Rabbi by the name of Herschel came to see Pastor 

Shon, he said he was sent by God to help in completing Pastor Shon’s mission 

while he was in Israel. Hershel said he was told by God that his son was one of the 

chosen few to be anointed by Pastor Shon but his son was a devout Jewish 

believer in the Torah and in the Mosaic law, in fact he was studying to be a Rabbi 

at the local Synagogue.   

Herschel and Pastor Shon sat and visited for a few hours and decided to leave it in 

God’s hands having faith that He will work all things out for His good purpose. 

Meanwhile Raphael informed Pastor Shon about who the first two people were to 

be in receiving a Holy anointing.  

 



The very next day as Herschel’s son David was on his way to Jerusalem to pray at 

the Western Wailing Wall the sirens warning that Israel was under attack began 

to sound off. People were running for cover, David pulled over and ran inside the 

nearest building and followed the people who were there as they made their way 

to the basement. All of a sudden the building was hit by a missel that was fired be 

Hamas. The whole building shook and began to collapse. David helped the people 

that were there to get out of the building, he was the last one left, then as he was 

climbing through the rubble he heard cries for help, two young Muslim boys were 

still trapped in the building. David went back in risking his own life to rescue 

them. He made his way down to where the two boys were, by this time many 

people were helping, David reached the two young boys and handed them up to 

safety then everything went black.   

Meanwhile back at the hospital Pastor Shon and Raphael set out to anoint the 

first two people on the list, this wasn’t going to be easy because they both were 

Jewish.  

Raphael informed Pastor Shon that Rabbi Herschel would play a key role in 

helping to achieve this goal. The next day Rabbi Herschel and Pastor Shon went 

down the hall to room 219 and introduced themselves, both patients in this room 

were on the anointing list. The first person was a man by the name of Harvey and 

his roommate’s name was Harry. The men acted as though they were expecting 

them, they smiled and welcomed Pastor Shon and Rabbi Herschel in.  

“Shalom to you both, welcome mazel tov.” 

The man began telling a fantastic story of how the night before Christ Yeshua 

visited them in their room and they fell to their knees. The Lord told them that 

two man would be coming to see them the next day to anoint them and to invite 

them to give their lives to Him.  

Pastor Shon looked at both men and said, “Praise God, Praise God.”  

Pastor Shon and Rabbi Herschel invited both men to give their lives to the Lord in 

solemn prayer then Pastor Shon anointed their heads with oil and once again a 

blinding white light appeared and suddenly Pastor Shon and Rabbi Herschel were 

back at Pastor Shon’s room. Rabbi Herschel looked at Pastor Shon and Raphael 

who he could now see and said, 



“This has surely been a true brakhah today.” 

Raphael said he would return soon and to chill. “It’s all good” 

Later that same night as the air raid sirens were sounding off and explosions could 

be heard off in the distance Raphael returned with his next instructions.  

“Pastor Shon wake up. I have news, three young children were injured by 

incoming missiles, one hit just outside their home, the children are on the third 

floor in critical condition. I have been instructed to take you to them so they can 

each be anointed with the anointing oil. We are going to do this stealth, no one 

will be able to see us and as soon as we're finished we'll be back in your room and 

nobody will know that we had left.” 

“Praise God, Praise God, let’s go right away.”  

Pastor Shon and Raphael entered the children’s room and Pastor Shon anointed 

each child and passed a blessing onto their lives and with that the blinding light 

returned and Pastor Shon and Raphael were back in his room.  

In the days that followed the children would have a miraculous recovery, in fact 

the whole hospital was calling it a flat-out miracle of God. The children were 

quoting Torah like scholars and they were proclaiming that Yeshua Mashiach had 

saved their lives. People were crying and praising God and praying and singing, it 

was absolutely amazing and awesome.    

The next day Rabbi Herschel informed Pastor Shon that his son David was brought 

to the hospital in critical condition after being hurt saving many people at a blast 

site on route to Jerusalem.  

Raphael informed both of them that Herschel’s son was indeed one of the chosen 

few to be anointed and with that off they went in a flash. Pastor Shon and Rabbi 

Herschel entered David’s room and knelt bedside, the staff in attendance could 

only see Rabbi Herschel they could not see Pastor Shon or Raphael.  

Pastor Shon and Rabbi Herschel prayed and they both anointed David then 

suddenly the healing power of God came upon David it was so powerful that the 

nurses and doctor who were in the room fainted. This time Pastor Shon and 

Raphael stayed in the room, David regained consciousness and his father told him 

everything that had happened and right there David had a complete change of 



heart, his eyes had become opened for the glory of God, he was now able to 

recognize Christ Yeshua for Who He truly is. David gave his life to Christ right  

there on the spot. Rabbi Herschel was so grateful that he looked at Pastor Shon 

and said, “Where you go I will follow.” 

Both men looked at Raphael and Raphael smiled and nodded his head yes.  

Raphael looked at both of them and said,  

“We still have one more person to anoint before we leave.” 

Raphael looked at Pastor Shon and informed him that the seventh person on the 

anointing list was Rabbi Herschel. Both men teared up and just like that Rabbi 

Herschel was anointed, illuminated and made a permanent member of the team 

for the glory of God and off they all went headed for their next destination.   

  

                                        The Seven Anointing Oils  

Frankincense and myrrh used for healing and blessings. Myrrh is a burial spice used for 

those being persecuted and for those who suffer affliction, poverty, and slander. 

Oil of Gladness is unscented olive oil used for those in need of comfort for those who mourn, 

and new beginnings. 

Rose of Sharon used for times of rejoicing and great joy. 

Lily of the Valley used for repentance and for those who are surrendering their lives in 

receiving Christ the Lord, it could be also used for those who are recommitting their lives to 

Christ Yeshua. 

Spikenard used as an act of love, praise, and worship in response to forgiveness or in 

preparation for eternal life.  

Latter Rain used to offer hope, encouragement, and incentive to someone needing to stand 

firm as he or she eagerly awaits the fulfillment of all of the promises of God. 

Oil of Pomegranate is in relationship with all the fruits of the Spirit. It is said that a 

pomegranate has 613 seeds, this is the same number of laws that were given to Moses on 

Mount Sinai.  



 

 2 Kings 9:1-3 And Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets and 

said to him, “Get yourself ready, take this flask of oil in your hand and go to 

Ramoth Gilead. Now when you arrive at the place look there for Jehu the son of 

Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi and go in and make him rise up from among his 

associates and take him to the inner room. Then take the flask of oil and pour it 

on his head and say,  

“Thus says the Lord, I have anointed you king over Israel.” 

Then open the door and flee and do not delay.” 



I met Pastor Shon in the spirit world and he told be the whole fantastic story and 

that his team was now at Kingman Regional Medical Center in Kingman Arizona. I 

told him that I was planning to go up to Kingman to see Chaplain Basye and Pastor 

Doug at their Church in Yucca Arizona.   

After we shared some stories about what God was doing in our lives I gave Pastor 

Shon another lesson on how to use the Full Armor of God as the Holly Illuminator, 

we even hunted down and caught up with the spirits of anxiety, depression and 

worry and illiminated them with no problem for the glory of God. 

“Well, my friend enjoy your stay in Kingman, I know I did, I may not have fully 

appreciated it at the time but looking back it was a true blessing in my life. Maybe 

God will send Chaplain Basye and Pastor Doug your way while you’re there, if so 

please tell them I wish them and their family well. Take care my Brother, see you 

in the spirit world, until then, 

“Jesus loves you and so do I.”  

            

                          

           Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

 


